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Who am I?

- Literary scholar / theorist
- Historian of media and technology
- A recovering software developer (WebTV and 

Windows XP)

Forthcoming: Plain Text: The Poetics of   
Human-Computer Interaction



the plan today
10 min  a brief history of HCI

25 min  Direct interfaces?

10 min  Space alterior to mimesis

15 min  Questions



Exposed: Desire and Disobedience in the Digital Age Hardcover, 
Bernard Harcourt (HUP, 2015)

Data and Goliath: The Hidden Battles to Collect Your Data and Control 
Your World, Bruce Schreiner (Norton, 2015)

Obfuscation: A User's Guide for Privacy and Protest, Finn Brunton & 
Helen Nissenbaum  (MITP, 2015)

Future Crimes: Everything Is Connected, Everyone Is Vulnerable and 
What We Can Do About It, Marc Goodman (Doubleday, 2015)

The Black Box Society: The Secret Algorithms That Control Money and 
Information, Frank Pasquale (HUP, 2015)

No Place to Hide: Edward Snowden, the NSA, and the U.S. Surveillance 
State, Glenn Greenwald (Picador, 2015)

Dataclysm: Who We Are (When We Think No One's Looking), Christian 
Rudder (Crown, 2014)A SENSE OF CRISIS



HOW DID WE GET HERE?*

* Where is here?

** Who are the we?
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Direct interaction

hardware







conversation



Conversational computing



Direct interaction





“direct manipulation”





BCI
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