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=
used by public

(accessible, 
intuitive, inviting)

open to public
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Design for participation 

= audience interaction
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Design for participation 

= audience interaction

Participatory design 
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Design for participation 

= audience interaction

Participatory design 

= audience shapes project
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Design for participation

Participatory design 

= Community ownership

+ 
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design 
for participation 

= ???





Archives.gov/Citizen-Archivist





WarDepartmentPapers.org



BuildingInspector.NYPL.org

http://BuildingInspector.NYPL.org


Whaling.OldWeather.org



Image by cobra (CC BY SA on Flickr) Screenshot from InfiniteUlysses.com

⤥

http://InfiniteUlysses.com


Drawing by Rob Berry (UlyssesSeen.com), color by Dan Pepito

http://UlyssesSeen.com


etc.



all the
annotations

the
annotationsjust

i want to read

(filter)

⤥

⤥



From Alison Bechdel's 
graphic novel Fun Home.

Ulysses is hard to read.



Photo by Eve Arnold, 1955.

Both by stephmouss on Flickr (CC BY)

By Rob Berry (w/permission)

Ulysses is 
awesome 
to read (& 
has a large 
fanbase).
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InfiniteUlysses.com

http://InfiniteUlysses.com
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Read book & annotate

Read annotations

Personalize



Read book & annotate

Read annotations

Personalize



filter & sort annotations 



filter & sort annotations 





First month of open beta: 

13k unique visitors 

500 accounts 

500 annotations



21k unique visitors 

757 accounts 

1.1k annotations



21k unique visitors 

757 accounts 

1.1k annotations



participation



don’t read the comments?



⤥



CC BY Elliot Brown, Flickr.



CC BY Elliot Brown, Flickr.



⇄
?



⇄
?



smart discussions on reddit



smart discussions on a well-designed subreddit



“critical” 
engagement: 
always necessary?



“critical” 
engagement: 
always necessary?
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Image by Cory Doctorow 

(CC BY SA on Flickr)
Image by Early Novels Database 

(CC BY on Flickr)



CC BY Provenance Online Project, Flickr. 
Illustrative license: a commenter 
suggests  "Nõ" abbreviates “Nota".

Discover unexpected disagreements (or relevance)



general audience

more thinking about…
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⤥



⤥



D ATA - D R I V E N  D E S I G N
1. Informal (hallway testing, tweeted questions) 

2. Talk-aloud observation (single and paired) 

3. Participatory design (sketching ideal layouts) 

4. Site contact form feedback & emailed feedback 

5. GitHub issue queue 

6. Open beta soft launch survey with non-academic testers (March 5th) 

7. Open beta survey responses (March 9-30) 

8. Google Analytics 

9. Aggregated mapping (heatmaps, scrollmaps, clickmaps) 

10. Drupal statistics on frequency and authorship of annotations



general audience
overlapping needs

more thinking about…

balanced filtering
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balanced filtering
overlapping needs

more thinking about…
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balanced filtering
overlapping needs

community care

more thinking about…



balanced filtering
overlapping needs

community care

more thinking about…



InfiniteUlysses.com exists through the support & shared work of: 

• InfiniteUlysses.com's readers, annotators, and testers 

• Annotator.js (core annotation mechanic) 

• Drupal and its open-source modules (OS code) 

• Michael Widner with the Lacuna Stories project (OS code) 

• Ulysses Seen (avatar Ulysses character drawings) 

• UMD English Dept & Grad School (support & mentorship) 

• MITH (support & mentorship)  

• Modernist Versions Project (Ulysses digital text) 

• Editing Modernism in Canada (support) 

• Purdue Libraries (support) 

• See InfiniteUlysses.com/credits for fuller acknowledgements

Thank you! 

Amanda Visconti 

@Literature_Geek

http://InfiniteUlysses.com/credits






UlyssesUlysses.com (2008-9 prototype)

http://UlyssesUlysses.com
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Infinite Ulysses: April 13, 2014 
wireframe



Stats through April 27, 2015

(more)
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A N A LY T I C S

Stats from 1st month in beta (March 2015)
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U S E R  T E S T I N G :  R E Q U E S T S

1. Better way to navigate the entire book (not just paging forward or back).  

2. More annotations in later episodes of the book, perhaps by finding a 
way to encourage readers to annotate non-annotated pages.  

3. Filters are limited to a particular page; for research use, being able to 
navigate among tags or see where a given tag occurred throughout the 
book would be useful.  

4. An additional filter for different categories of annotation (e.g. question, 
comment, interpretation).  

5. Episode introductions. 

6. For classroom and personal use, a way to start with a blank slate but 
also pull in existing annotations.


