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style

ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŀǘ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
people would have said precisely the same things 
but they would have sounded different, because 
in those days they were accompanied by a sort of 
humming noise, not articulate, but musical, 
exciting, which changed the value of the words 
themselves. Could one set that humming noise to 
words? Perhaps with the help of the poets one 
could.. A book lay beside me and, opening it, I 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ¢ŜƴƴȅǎƻƴΦέ

Virginia Woolf, ! wƻƻƳ ƻŦ hƴŜΩǎ hǿƴ



history

There are historically specific linguistic and 
formal choices that distinguish texts by time 
period, genre, place, etc



άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
history of philosophy, art or literature is that it 
has to reconstruct these spaces of original 
possibles[sic]which, because they were part 
of the self-evident givens of the situation, 
remain unremarkedand are therefore unlikely 
to be mentioned in contemporary accounts, 
ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƳŜƳƻƛǊǎΦέ

Pierre BourdieuΣ ά¢ƘŜ CƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ



άΦ Φ Φ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ƻƴŜΣ 
depends . . . on the other positions 
ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦέ

Pierre BourdieuΣ ά¢ƘŜ CƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ



sociological poetics

Åseeks to understand the structural relationship 
of literature to social, economic, and cultural 
forces 

Ålooks beyond individual writers to the larger 
social formations that make possible different 
literary forms 



ά¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇƻŜǘƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ 
specification, description, and analysis. That is: 
to isolate the literary work as such, to reveal its 
structure, to determine the possible forms and 
variations of this structure, and to define its 
elements and their functions. . . . Before 
searching for the laws of poetic forms, it is 
necessary to know what these forms are. These 
laws can only be found as the result of a large-
ǎŎŀƭŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 

Bahktin/Medvedev, The Formal Method in Literary 
Scholarship: A Critical Introduction to Sociological 

Poetics



books in the world



metadata

Bibliographic metadata describe the book as 
an object that exists in the world 



The poetical works of James Beattie.
Author: Beattie, James, 1735-1803.; Dyce, 
Alexander,Publication: London : Bell and Daldy, 1866
The lost tales of Miletus,
Author: Lytton, Edward Bulwer Lytton, Baron, 1803-
1873.Publication: London, J. Murray, 1866
The poetical works of Thomas Parnell.
Author: Parnell, Thomas, 1679-1718.; Mitford, 
John,Publication: London : Bell and Daldy, 1866
Poems and ballads
Author: Swinburne, Algernon Charles, 1837-1909. 
Publication: London : Edward Moxon, 1866

[WorldCatdatabase search results]

http://firstsearch.oclc.org.ezproxy.lib.uh.edu/WebZ/FSFETCH?fetchtype=fullrecord:sessionid=fsapp7-59738-h7n1wqv0-matuhe:entitypagenum=8:0:recno=15:resultset=2:format=FI:next=html/record.html:bad=error/badfetch.html:entitytoprecno=15:entitycurrecno=15:numrecs=1


metadata as data

Ådefamiliarizecatalog records from their 
institutional functions of enumeration and 
location 

Åtransform this data to enable exploration and 
analysis



data mining the catalog
http://www.worldcat.org/webservices/catalog/sear
ch/sru?query=srw.kw+%3D+%28%22verse*%22+or
%22poem*%22+or%22elegy%22+or%22elegies%22
+or%22sonnet*%22+or%22ode*%22+or%22lyric*%
22%29+and+srw.yr+%3D+%221860%22+and+srw.m
t+%3D%22bks%22+and+srw.la+%3D%22eng%22+a
nd+srw.pl+%3D+%28%22London%22+or%22Oxford
%22+or%22Cambridge%22+or%22Manchester%22
+or%22Edinburgh%22+or%22Glasgow%22+or%22D
ublin%22+or%22Leeds%22+or%22Liverpool%22%2
9&servicelevel=full&frbrGrouping=off&maximumRe
cords=100&startRecord=1&sortKeys=Author&wske
y=3bgLamP5K3t5eXZy3Lf11LDIZi5whnNKr4knMrhw
h4qXbvr6KaMeQA7leX9V2zHs3Q9uW6E5IQQp1lxk
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the library



dataset: 33266 records
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the field of Victorian poetry



ÅThe Penguin Book of Victorian Verse, ed. Daniel 
Karlin(Penguin, 1997) 
ÅThe Broadview Anthology of Victorian Poetry and 

Poetic Theory, ed. Thomas Collins and Vivienne 
Rundle (Broadview Press, 1999)
ÅThe Broadview Anthology of Victorian Poetry and 

Poetic Theory, Concise Edition, ed. Thomas Collins 
and Vivienne Rundle (Broadview Press, 2000)
ÅVictorian Poetry, ed. Valentine Cunningham and 

Duncan Wu (Blackwell Essential Literature series, 
2002)
ÅVictorian Poetry: An Annotated Anthology, ed. 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎ hΩDƻǊƳŀƴ ό.ƭŀŎƪǿŜƭƭ !ƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ 
Anthologies series, 2004) 



red nodes indicate poets included in 3, 4, or 5 anthologies




